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If you are a corresponding author affiliated with a 
participating German university or research institution, you 
are entitled to publish open access in Nature and Nature 
research journals with your fees covered.

What authors need to know:
•	You must be the corresponding author* of the article.
•	Only primary research articles are eligible under this agreement.
•	You must be affiliated with a participating institution.
•	You must explicitly state your primary affiliation in the published  

manuscript, which is the institution at which the bulk of the research  
for the article was conducted.

•	You must identify yourself during the author identification process 
(you will be asked to do this once your article has been accepted for 
publication). The institution selected during this process should be your 
primary affiliation, as this institution will be asked to verify eligibility and will 
be billed if the article is approved.

•	Your article(s) accepted for publication must have a publication date on or 
later than your institutional sign-up date in order to be covered by the 
agreement. Check with your library/ university.

* Acting as main contact for Springer Nature correspondence after editorial acceptance.

Visit springernature.com/TA/nature/de for a list of participating institutions, eligible 
journals, and more details about the agreement.

Find out more about your 
eligibility at 
springernature.com/TA/nature/de
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Our system is very easy to use, but if you do run into any issues, we’re happy to help. Please get in touch 
with oa.verification@springernature.com or your institution’s open access team for more information.
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If you have been recognised as eligible in any of the ways 
above, your affiliation will be confirmed by your institution 
and you will be notified via email. 
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Find out more about your eligibility at:

1. Selected institution 2. Institutional email 3. Location

This is the easiest way to be 
recognised. Please input your 
institutional affiliation 
(in English) when prompted. 
If you are affiliated with more than 
one participating institution, you 
must indicate a single affiliation 
when your manuscript is accepted, 
for cost-allocation purposes. You 
can still have multiple affiliations 
listed in your published article.

If you use your 
institutional email 
address, you will  
be automatically 
recognised as  
eligible to publish  
open access under your 
institution’s agreement.

If you submit  
from within your 
institution’s IP range, 
you will be  
recognised as  
eligible based  
on your location.  
It is always best  
to submit  
from your  
institution’s network.

Next steps:
•	Once your article has been accepted for publication, you will be asked to confirm 

your institutional affiliation. To ensure rapid publication of your article, 
it is important to confirm your affiliation as soon as possible.

•	Once you have confirmed your affiliation, Springer Nature and your institution will 
confirm your article’s eligibility and you will be notified when your article 
has been approved.

Who is the corresponding author?
The corresponding author is defined as the person who handles the manuscript and 
correspondence during the publication process. The corresponding author has the 
authority to act on behalf of all co-authors in all matters pertaining to publication of the 
manuscript, including supplementary material. 
For more details, visit: springernature.com/TA/nature/de
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