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”Die Unsichtbare Hand des Marktes”

”But man has almost constant occasion for the help of his
brethren, and it is in vain for him to expect it from their
benevolence only. He will be more likely to prevail if he can
interest their self-love in his favour, and show them that it
is for their own advantage to do for him what he requires of
them. Whoever offers to another a bargain of any kind, pro-
poses to do this. Give me that which I want, and you shall
have this which you want, is the meaning of every such of-
fer; and it is in this manner that we obtain from one another
the far greater part of those good offices which we stand in
need of. It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the
brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from
their regard to their own interest.
Every individual necessarily labours to render the annual re-
venue of the society as great as he can. He generally, indeed,
neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows
how much he is promoting it. He intends only his own gain,
and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an invisible
hand to promote an end which was no part of his intenti-
on. Nor is it always the worse for the society that it was no
part of it. By pursuing his own interest he frequently promo-
tes that of the society more effectually than when he really
intends to promote it.”


