
 

 

Hertha-Nathorff-Programme (HNP)  

of the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Ulm 

Guidelines for promoting a „Project startup-funding“  

 

Objective:  

• The project start-up funding is meant to encourage qualified young female 

researchers to continue their scientific careers. 

• Preparatory work for third-party funding applications should be made possible, 

thus promoting the development of one's own research profile. 

• Support is provided for starting a research project, for example during PhD, 

postdoc phase, or habilitation.  

Adressed to:  

• Young female scientists who are aiming for a scientific career. This ambition 

should be clearly visible from their previous achievements or their scientific 

background so far.  

• In particular, applications are encouraged for projects that fit into the research 

focus areas of the Medical Faculty (https://www.uni-ulm.de/medizinische-

fakultaet/forschung/forschungsprofil). 

Subject of the funding: 

• max. 15T€ 

• Means of support through a student or research assistant 

• Material resources (consumables, equipment, etc.) 

• Funds for participant compensation 

• Project duration of 6 or 12 months 

Requirements:   

• original research topic 

• The planned project should be able to be worked on within the funding phase. 

• If clinical studies are applied for, an ethics vote is required. 

• If animal testing is planned, an animal experiment authorization is required. 
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Special features: 

• Applications and double funding for project startup from faculty funds 

(„Bausteinprogramm“) and through the university's „Ulm Postdoc Research Grant“ 

are excluded. 

• Only when extending an HNP position funding into a second year is it possible to 

simultaneously receive funding for a project startup within the HNP. 

• Parallel funding for lab support during pregnancy and breastfeeding (faculty 

funds) is possible.  

Applications can be submitted via the Medical Faculty's application platform  

until 28/09/2026.  

Further information, deadlines & access to the application platform can be found on our 

homepage: https://www.uni-ulm.de/medizinische-fakultaet/akademische-laufbahn-und-

karriere/chancengleichheit  

 

A decision on funding is made on the recommendation of the „Kommission zur Förderung von 

Chancengleichheit“ by the „Dekanat“ of the Medical Faculty based on the following evaluation 

criteria: 

• Developing and refining your own scientific profile  

• Promoting scientific independence 

• scientific quality and feasibility of the project  

 

The funding is expected to start on 01/01/2027. 

 

Expected final report: 

• After the funding period ends, a final report is expected, including information on 

any resulting publications and preparations for securing third-party funding. The 

final report is submitted through the Medical Faculty's application portal. 

 
 

 

 

If you have any questions about the application process, please contact Ms. Dr. Ruth Knipper-

Willmann (Tel.: 33607; E-mail: ruth.knipper-willmann@uni-ulm.de)  
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