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Academic Education 

1989 Diploma in Biology, University of Göttingen 

1981-1987 Study of Biology, University of Göttingen 

 

Academic Degrees 

2000 Habilitation at the Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of 
Heidelberg 

1989-1991 PhD degree, University of Göttingen, MPI for Biophysical Chemistry, 
Department of Molecular Biology (Thesis advisor: Thomas Jovin) 

 

Professional Experience 

Since 2018 Professor (W3) at the University of Heidelberg 

Since 2017 Head, Division of Chromatin Networks at the DKFZ and the Bioquant 
Center, Heidelberg 

2007-2017 Head of the Research Group Genome Organization & Function at the 
DKFZ and the Bioquant, Heidelberg 

2001-2007 Group Leader of the Molecular Biophysics Group at the Kirchhoff-
Institut für Physik, University of Heidelberg 

1994-2001 Scientist at the German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ) in the 
Divisions Biophysics of Macromolecules (Head: Jörg Langowski) and 
Molecular Genetics (Head: Peter Lichter) 

1992-1994 Post-doctoral Fellow, Dept. of Chemistry and Biochemistry (Head: 
Peter von Hippel), Institute for Molecular Biology, University of Oregon, 
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Miscellaneous 

Coordinating Functions: 

Since 2017 Coordinator (together with Eileen Furlong) of the Single Cell Center 
Heidelberg (https://single-cell-center-hd.de) 

2015-2017 Speaker of the Steering Committee of the BMBF e:Med Program on 
Systems Medicine (http://www.sys-med.de) 

Since 2009 Coordinator (together with Christoph Plass) of the epigenetics@dkfz 
cross-program topic 

Since 2009 Coordinator of 4 systems biology and systems medicine consortium 
projects in the BMBF SysTec, CancerSys, e:Bio and e:Med programs 

 

Awards and Honors: 

2015 CSB2 Prize in Systems Biology awarded by the Council for Systems 
Biology in Boston, together with Merrimack Pharmaceuticals, 
Cambridge, MA, USA 

https://single-cell-center-hd.de/
http://www.sys-med.de/


2001 Selected by the Volkswagen Foundation in the program “Junior 
Research Groups at German Universities” 

1998 European Beckman DNA Award for the study “Association States of the 
Activator Protein NtrC Determined by Analytical Ultracentrifugation” 

1992 Post-doctoral Fellowship of the Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds, Stiftung 
für Medizinische Grundlagenforschung 

1992 Otto Hahn Medal awarded by the Max Planck Society for the work on 
parallel-stranded DNA with double helical structure 
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